
Focus
The purpose of this research is to bring awareness to challenges and opportunities 

associated with media produced by and about indigenous peoples through 

highlighting common experiences and themes shared by indigenous groups globally. 

The only edited volume to currently exist, Global Indigenous Media, is used in 

conjunction with several films concerning issues of indigeneity to further explain 

these common themes shared by indigenous peoples from across the world.

Methods
In conducting my research I utilized the edited volume, Global Indigenous Media, to 

further understand issues of indigeneity in relation to media practices. I united 

themes found in the volume with 10 films created by or about indigenous peoples to 

better understand the impact and importance of indigenous media in the modern 

world. I then was able to then band together common themes from across these 

mediums and organize my findings based upon the highlighted themes.

Films Viewed 
-The Americas: Indigenous Perspective, Columbus Didn’t Discover Us (1992)

-The Americas: Indigenous Perspective, Arctic to Amazonia (1993)

-Unknown Amazon: Brazilian Inhabitants in the Brazilian Rainforest (2013)

-Brazil- An Inconvenient History (2000)

-Margins (2007)

-Kinja Iakaha, A Day in the Village (2003)

-Secrets of the Tribe (2010)

-Eternal Amazon (2012)

-Children of the Amazon (2008)

-The Pearl Button (2014)

Theme 1: Self Representation 
The goal of self representation is an issue faced by many indigenous groups 

globally. The impact of dominant media outlets and their portrayal of indigenous 

groups has lead to the  improper representation of indigenous peoples in the 

media. The goal of self representation aims for indigenous groups to have the 

opportunity to represent themselves in a manner that is in alignment with their 

cultural beliefs and traditions. Through increasing access to media technologies, 

several indigenous groups have had the opportunity to create media that rightfully 

represents their various cultures. While strides are being made towards furthering 

the self representation of indigenous peoples, the impact of their media 

representations of the past, and of the contemporary moment, still stand in the 

way of the access to self representation for many indigenous groups. 

Films relating to  themes of Self Representation: 
-Kinja Iakaha, A Day in the Village (2003)

Chapters from Global Indigenous Media (GIM) relating to themes of Self 
Representation:

-Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 10, 13, 15

Theme 8: Political Autonomy
The issue of political autonomy reaches indigenous groups on a global scale. 

Throughout histories of colonialism and forced assimilation upon indigenous 

peoples, native groups from across the world have lost the ability to govern their 

people in the manner they choose. Indigenous peoples have lost their right to 

practice cultural traditions and exist as they have for thousands of years due to 

the forceful governing systems that have claimed political power over the regions 

in which indigenous peoples live. This has lead to the loss of rights for indigenous 

peoples and has limited their control over their own lives. Indigenous groups 

from around the globe yearn for political autonomy from the forceful governing 

powers as a means of retaining cultural traditions and practices and enabling 

indigenous ideals to continue into the future. 

Films relating to themes of Political Autonomy:
-The Americas: Indigenous Perspective, Columbus Didn’t Discover Us (1992)

-The Americas: Indigenous Perspective, Arctic to Amazonia (1993)

Chapters from GIM relating to themes of Political Autonomy:

-Chapters 1, 5, 7, 9, 11, 15

Theme 3: Cultural Preservation
The use of indigenous media across different mediums has proven to be a model 

for cultural preservation into the contemporary moment. Through the use of 

different media technologies, several aspects of indigenous culture can be 

preserved for the future generations. This can include linguistic preservation, 

historical elements of the culture, various cultural ways of life, etc. The use of 

media can be a means of defending against the loss of cultural traditions and 

practices.

Films relating to themes of Cultural Preservation:

-Kinja Iakaha, A Day in the Village (2003)

Chapters from GIM relating to themes of Cultural Preservation:

-Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15

Theme 4: Cultural Visibility 
Various forms of indigenous media can also promote their cultural visibility on a 

greater scale. The use of media to bring awareness to the lifeways of indigenous 

peoples can promote their protection politically and environmentally while 

allowing greater society to understand the ways in which various groups of 

indigenous peoples lives’ are lead. Using media as a medium for understanding 

the cultural position of indigenous groups allows a better understanding of the 

contributing factors that have lead to the current position of many indigenous 

groups today. 

Films relating to themes of Cultural Visibility:
-The Americas: Indigenous Perspective, Columbus Didn't’t Discover Us (1992)

-The Americas: Indigenous Perspective, Arctic to Amazonia (1993)

-Unknown Amazon: Brazilian Inhabitants in the Brazilian Rainforest (2013)

-Kinja Iakaha, A Day in the Village (2003)

-Children of the Amazon (2008)

Chapters from GIM relating to  themes of Cultural Visibility: 

-Essentially all chapters from GIM reference cultural visibility 

Theme 6: Environmental Protection
Environmental protection is central to the protection of indigenous peoples 

globally. With the continued exploitation of resources, indigenous groups often 

feel the direct consequences of these processes. The Amazon rainforest is a key 

example demonstrating the effects of environmental exploitation effecting 

indigenous peoples through destructive deforestation practices and the further 

implementation of development projects. The focus on monetary gain of those 

exploiting the Amazon distorts their understanding of the importance of the 

environment. The indigenous peoples living in the rainforest, and in regions where 

resource exploitation alters their way of life, generally have a different relationship 

with nature as they often utilize the Earth’s resources in a more sustainable and 

spiritual manner. The use of indigenous media by and  about indigenous peoples 

demonstrates the need for change and the necessity of sustainable resource 

extraction for the continuation of their ways of life among nature. 

Films relating t themes of Environmental Protection: 
-Eternal Amazon (2012)

-Children of the Amazon (2008)

-Unknown Amazon: Brazilian Inhabitants in the Brazilian Rainforest (2013)

-The Americas: Indigenous Perspective, Arctic to Amazonia (1993)

-The Americas: Indigenous Perspective, Columbus Didn’t Discover Us (1992)

-Margins (2007)

Chapters in GIM  relating to themes of Environmental Protection: 
-Chapters 9, 11, 14

Theme 7: Settler Colonialism
A common experience shared by indigenous peoples from around the world is the 

shared experience of marginalization as a result of colonialism. Colonialism has 

produced limited rights for indigenous groups and has limited their ability to continue 

their cultural traditions. The impacts of colonialism includes the mass extermination 

of indigenous peoples through disease and also through the warlike mentalities of 

colonizers, the forced assimilation of indigenous peoples, the loss of rights to 

traditional lands, and so forth. The impact of these experiences of colonialism for 

indigenous groups are horrific and has limited the ability of numerous indigenous 

cultures to exist into the modern era. Forced assimilation has caused the 

disappearance of cultural traditions and has altered the ways of life for indigenous 

peoples globally. The increased loss of indigenous land has promoted development 

and the forcing of indigenous peoples away from their ways of life. The impacts of 

colonialism from hundreds of years ago are still felt by indigenous peoples and the 

continuation of a colonial model still exists in the modern era, for example 

development and settlement of indigenous lands in the Amazon rainforest. 

Films relating to themes of the Impact of Colonialism:

-The Americas: Indigenous Perspective, Columbus Didn’t Discover Us (1992)

-The Americas: Indigenous Perspective, Arctic to Amazonia (1993)

-Unknown Amazon: Brazilian Inhabitants of the Brazilian Rainforest (2013)

-Children of the Amazon (2008)

-Eternal Amazon (2012)

-The Pearl Button (2014)

-Brazil- An Inconvenient History (2000)

Chapters relating to themes of Colonialism 
-Chapter 10

Theme 2: Linguistic Visibility 
Indigenous media has proven to be an important medium for preserving 

indigenous languages. Through various media platforms indigenous languages 

have been broadcasted for indigenous peoples thus creating further linguistic 

visibility for their native languages. Linguistic visibility has been promoted through 

several mediums including radio broadcasts, television series, and websites. 

Films relating to themes of Linguistic Visibility: 

-The Pearl Button (2014)

-Children of the Amazon (2008)

-Kinja Iakaha, A Day in the Village (2003)

Chapters from GIM relating to themes of Linguistic Visibility: 

-Chapters 3, 4, 10, 12, 13

Theme 5: Political Action 
The use of indigenous media has brought about awareness to issues of indigeneity 

and through this awareness, political changes have been enacted as a means of 

protecting these otherwise marginalized groups. Indigenous media has proven 

itself to be a powerful means of bringing attention to issues that would otherwise 

be unattended to. Through the use of indigenous media, individuals from across 

the globe can become catalysts for political change pertaining to indigenous 

rights. The shared experiences of indigenous peoples can be highlighted upon 

through indigenous media, and through this increasing awareness changes can be 

brought about. 

Films relating to themes of Political Action: 
-Eternal Amazon (2012)

-Children of the Amazon (2008)

-Unknown Amazon: Brazilian Inhabitants in the Brazilian Rainforest (2013)

-The Americas: Indigenous Perspective, Columbus Didn’t Discover Us (1992)

-The Americas: Indigenous Perspective, Arctic to Amazonia (1993)

Chapter from GIM relating to themes of Political Action: 
-Chapters 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 15

Conclusions
Through interacting with indigenous films and consulting themes of indigeneity from 

Global Indigenous Media, I’ve been able to uncover elements of the importance of 

indigenous media in the modern world. Indigenous media proves to be an important 

resource for cultural preservation and visibility while also explaining issues of 

indigeneity and serving as a medium for political change. There is great importance 

in promoting indigenous lifestyles through media. Issues of access to media 

technology and funding are elements that stand in the way of extensive indigenous 

media in the greater societal context, however, through the continued use and 

creation of indigenous media by and about indigenous peoples, more cultural 

preservation, understanding, and political change could be a result. 
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